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Impostors of Christianity II
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.

Last Sunday I sent “Impostors I” and today I intend to continue with this theme by continuing with some attributes of Jesus that are essential for our understanding of whether or not we are being confronted with an impostor.  To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  Remember that Paul gave us our reference verse in his second letter to the Corinthians:

2Cor 11:4 “For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.”

Last Sunday I emphasized the importance of knowing the correct Jesus and I only talked about Jesus as God for such is of primary importance in knowing if we are dealing with an impostor.  Most of the twisting of the truth observed from impostors begins with an improper teaching of His God nature.  However there are other traits of Jesus and His life here that are vital to our understanding of the proper Jesus.  The second important aspect of the life of Jesus upon which we must insist is that He lived an absolutely holy life here.  If He had sinned only once then He was not God, so a sinless life is dependent upon His being God for only God could live a sinless life.  Jesus, as our perfect sacrifice, had to obey all of the commandments of God while He lived here so that we could have the sinless nature of Jesus imputed to our accounts.  
The third essential fact of the work of Jesus is His death on the cross.  He had to actually and physically die on the cross.  The fourth essential fact of the work of Jesus is that He had to have the sins of all of the people for whom His death was meaningful actually assigned to Him so that He would then die as a perfect penalty for our sins.  The assignment of my sins to His account meant that He became sin for me even though He was sinless in His works.  All of my sins had to be paid for by a perfect sacrifice.  When He received my sins into His account He then became an anathema to the Father and then for the first time Jesus became incompatible with the Father and so they were separated.  Mark recorded this moment in time with the following quote:

Mark 15:34 “And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" which is translated, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"”

This separation was what Jesus dreaded so much and Matthew recorded the moment when Jesus was about to face this awful event.  
Matt 26:39 “And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt."”
Many people were crucified or died even more horrible deaths because of their beliefs but only one person could experience the awful separation experienced by Jesus at this essential time in history.  I have heard many sermons where the speaker was trying to get the people to be emotionally involved with the events of the crucifixion but I have never heard a sermon emphasizing what Jesus really dreaded.  In spite of His dread of this separation event Jesus was willing to allow it to happen because of His love for the Father and His love for the people who would receive forgiveness based upon this event.  
In these two events – the living of a perfectly holy life and the actual physical death on the cross – we have the basis for double imputation that results in our salvation.  All of our sins are put into the account of Jesus for God’s judgment and the righteousness of Jesus is put into our accounts so that we are then declared sinless and righteous.  Double imputation is clearly stated by the following:

2Cor 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
Seldom have I heard a sermon emphasizing the sinless nature of Jesus during His life here but such is as important as His death and resurrection.  The fourth event upon which we must insist is indeed the resurrection of Jesus because that event demonstrates the fact of Jesus being God and of His works being accepted by the Father.  Paul understood the essential feature of this event:
1Cor 15:13 “But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;

1Cor 15:14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.

1Cor 15:15 Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we witnessed against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.

1Cor 15:16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;

1Cor 15:17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.

1Cor 15:18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

1Cor 15:19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.”

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from an actual physical death has been attacked more than any other fact about Jesus because of its importance.  There are many books that have been written concerning the fact of His resurrection and I only refer you to one: “The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict”, by Josh McDowell (1999).
We will continue this study next week if the Lord wills.

